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For the relatives of U.S. prisoners
of war, 1o news is bad news.

Last week, there avas a dramatic
report invelving the possible release
of 187 Americans being held by
Ilanoi, but it.was uncertain whether
the story was good news, or even

A Swedish newspaper, the re-
speeted Dagens Nyheter, reported
that the U.S. command in Saigon had
arranged for the aivlift this Thurs-
day of 187 prisoners {rom Vientiane,
Laos, to New York via Bangkok and
Rome,

- The story, which was team-writ-
ten, quoted "confidential sources"
saying that the prizoners would be
released in Hanoi and then flown
"probably with Russian planes® to
Vientizute, where they would ba'put
aboatd a Scaudinavian Airlines Sys-
tem jet, _ '

Later, an SAS spokesman ques-
tioned- about the -veport said that
such an operation was heing
planned but added that "there has
yet not heen any contract signed
and therefore no fixed time for the
trangport." o
C T Eeveryone Mdates Tt :

Buf soon after the story appeared,
it was being denied by almost every-
one involved—including SAS,

“Kout Hagrup, the airline’s pres-

ident, said the SAS public relations’
man who had confirmed the news-

- paper report lacked the background -
.o handle "this sensitive thing in the

.

middle of the night and no one re-
grets this incorrect statement more
than ke dees." . o
Hagrup admitted that a "private
person” had contacted the SAS rep-
resentative in Frankfurt, West Ger-
many, about such an operation, But
he satd the request was not taken
"too seriously.” "
. Speaking for the White IMouse, -

Press Sceretary Ronald Ziegler said

that "the United States government,
has not bheen informed of any such -
plan nor have we participated in ne-
gotiating such a'plan, , " S

Xvant 1y, the chief North Viet-
namese negotiator at the Paris peace
talks, also discounted the story, ac-
cusing the Swedish newspaper of
possessing "an excessive imagina-
tion." .. ) _

Later, an unidentified West Ger-
man-businessman appeared on 1.8,
television and said he had tatked to
SAS officials aboul the availability
of a plane and its cost. :

The mai, whose back was turned
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declined to say who he was g
~for. ‘ T
In Stockholm, Dagens Nyhater re-

fused to back down, hinting that dis-

closura of the operation might have
caused its caucellation,
"I is not unlikely that SAS, bow-

ing to external pressure, has found .

it suitable to downgrade the fmpor-
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tarice of the flight," said Boerie
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Dahlqvist, the general news editor.

"Our information has beed very ac-

curate." B -

Through all the confusion, one fact

[

“was brutally clear. The relatives of

the estimated 500 American POWs
had had theiv hopes raised, then flat-
tened, L ’

And the issue seewied as dead-
locked as ever: Hanoi insisting upon
a US, withdrawal deadline in ex-
change for the releass of the POWg,
Washinglon refusing to set a dead-
line, o

While the sfories from Stockholin
ware receiving most of the publicity,
& report published by the Senate
Forcign Relations Committee dig-
clesed new information on the szeret
invelvement of the Central Intel-
ligence Ageney in Lags. -

The 23-page report said that the

" CIA has spent about $70 million to -

-operate an army of irregular forces
_numbering more than 20,000 in Laos

during fiscal 1271-—-a larger involve- -
- ment than was previously supposed,
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Meanwhile, the man who hag ad-
mitted the leaking of the raost con-
troversial government report in re-
cent years was ordeved removed to
California to face charges of .illegal
possession’ of secret  government
documents. .

Dr. Daniel Ilisherg, who said he
turned over the Pentagon study of
the Vietnam warv to the New York
Times, was indicted under the
Espionage Act of 1917, The warrant

- wasissued in Los Angeles because

the ‘federal government contends
- Ellsberg had access to the sceret

documents as an cmploye of the "

Rand Corp,, of Santa Monica, -
~On the congressional battlefield,

the Senate put of( until Sept. 13-con--

sideration of "a law extending the
drvaft for two years, .

The major-point of contention be-
tween the House of Representatives
and the Senale is an amendment Lo
the bill dealing with the withdrawal
of U.S. forces from Vietnar.

The old draft Jaw has expired, but
the Selective Service Syslem drew
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American organizalion, neiiler pri-
vate nor military, involved.” But he

19 this year. Dee. 4 came first on the
st whils Nov, 1 wag 2




